
Appendix C - Proposals for Narborough 
 
Preferred Site  
 

 
Policy NAR.1: Land west of Chalk Lane 
 
Land amounting to approximately 2.3 hectares is allocated for a residential 
development of approximately 50 dwellings (average density 25 dwellings per 
hectare). A minimum of 0.12 hectares of children’s play space will be provided along 
with related landscaping and facilities.  Development will be subject to compliance 
with adopted Core Strategy policies and the following criteria: 
 

a. The principal access is provided from Chalk lane; 
b. New structural landscaping is provided on the southern boundary of the site 

to minimise the impact of the new settlement edge formed by the 
development; 

c. Important boundary trees are retained within the detailed site design; and 
d. Suitable improvements to pedestrian and cycle links from the site to the 

village along Chalk Lane are provided. 
 
The precise provision of open space shall be considered having regard to the 
proximity of the site to the village playing field. The Council will consider flexibility of 
open space provision where this would result in qualitative and quantitative benefits 
to the community. 
 

 
 
Description 
The preferred site comprises the northern extent of previous site reference [065]004. 
The existing use of the site is for agriculture and the proposed allocation abuts the 
current settlement boundary to the south of the village off Chalk Lane. The site lies 
within 800m of Narborough Primary School, and approximately 500m from a bus 
stop. The site is also directly opposite the village playing fields and the community 
centre.   
 
The identified area for potential allocation is largely flat and site levels are not 
dissimilar to adjacent development at Westfields. The identification of the northern 
extent of the site for residential allocation would extend the built form of the 
settlement in line with the existing community centre. The presence of the community 
centre lends a ‘developed’ feel to the edge of the village when viewed from Chalk 
Lane. The site would have a good relationship to existing development and brings 
with it an opportunity to redefine and enhance the settlement edge in this part of the 
village.  
 
 
Constraints 
The preferred site benefits from very limited constraints although it is noted that the 
site is in close proximity to the Narborough Railway Embankment SSSI, but not 
adjacent to it. As a result of the distance from the SSSI, it is considered that there are 
unlikely to be any detrimental effects on the SSSI as a result of the identification of 
this site. The remaining part of the former railway line backs on to the site and is of 
some biodiversity interest, although it is considered that this is not an overriding 
constraint to development provided that the detailed site design has regard to this 
important feature. 



 
Deliverability 
 
The SHLAA assessed wider site [065]004 and concluded that the site is deliverable/ 
developable for up to 161 dwellings phased through the period to 2019. Therefore it 
is considered that the preferred site is capable of delivering the required 50 homes 
up to 2014. The site is in single ownership and is likely to be available for 
development when required.  
 
 
REASONABLE ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS 
 
 
ALTERNATIVE OPTION NAR.2: Residential allocation off Meadow Road  
 
Description/ Capacity  
The site extends to approximately 1.0 hectare and has capacity for around 25 
dwellings and was formerly referenced [065]007 and [065]009. The site is in existing 
use as allotments although these are not statutorily protected. The site is relatively 
flat, with a number of important trees bordering the site, with the remainder backing 
on to existing residential development at Old Vicarage Park. Meadow Road has a 
narrow single track access of limited width. The site is in close proximity to the village 
Primary School but is 600m from the bus stop. 
 
Reason site is not preferred 
The poor highway access to the site is a key constraint to development and it is 
considered that the scale of development is insufficient to rectify this deficiency. 
However, solutions could in theory be developed to improve access and this 
constraint is not insurmountable. However, this area of the village has a distinct rural 
character and development would have a greater impact on landscape character 
than the preferred option, resulting in intrusion of built development into a sensitive 
landscape.  
 
 
 
ALTERNATIVE OPTION NAR.3: Residential allocation south of Swaffham Road.  
 
Description/ Capacity  
The site extends to approximately 1.2 hectares and has capacity for 30 dwellings, 
and was submitted to the Council and formerly referenced [065]006. The site is in 
existing agricultural use and the area put forward is a small part of a much larger field 
which adjoins the current settlement boundary to the east of the village.  
 
Reason site is not preferred 
A key reason for this site not being the preferred option for development is the impact 
upon landscape character. It is considered that this development will not respond as 
positively to the built form of the village in comparison to the preferred site. The 
proposal forms a key gateway into the village, particularly when viewed from the 
Swaffham direction. The strength of existing landscape boundary is a key asset, 
which, if breached would require significant structural landscaping to minimise the 
impact.  Although the site could be accessed from the main road, gaining safe 
access may also require the removal of important boundary trees which may further 
harm landscape character.  
 
 


